

Building Character 





Photographs by Pat Cooney 




	 






A LIPG SoFoBoMo 2012 Book 





Building Character 

Building Character (http://buildingcharacter.biz/) is an eclectic retail mall housed in a 
row of old warehouses in downtown Lancaster, Pennsylvania. Founded in 2007 to buy 
and sell architectural salvage items, it now has expanded to offer over ten thousand 
square feet of retail space to numerous independent vendors offering antiques, vintage 
clothing and accessories, craft items, novelties and more. 

As a frequent visitor at Building Character, I found it a natural choice for a photo 
project focusing on the many and varied visual details it offered. Making my annual 
SoFoBoMo book offered me the opportunity to do just that. 

So what's this SoFoBoMo thing? The concept of a "Solo Photo Book Month" was first 
proposed by Paul Butzi in 2008.  Its purpose was to challenge photographers worldwide 
to produce, edit, sequence, and electronically publish a book of their work within a 
self-imposed 31-day period. From 2008 through 2011 hundreds of folks did just that, 
producing over 900 PDF books. After the 2011 season, Paul decided that he could no 
longer maintain the operation and shut it down in late 2011. 

For 2012 a local group of photographers (LIPG) here in Lancaster, Pennsylvania, 
organized a version of SoFoBoMo in which each participant, who so wished, would 
complete within any 31-day period between August 1st and November 19th, 2012, a 
PDF photo book containing at least 35 original images. Mine is one of these books. You 
can visit http://sofobomo-lipg.blogspot.com/ for more information on our local project. 

Pat Cooney 
October, 2012 













































































Thanks to Paul Butzi for originating the Solo Photo Book Month 
as a framework to improve our craft. 


Thanks also to Andy Karr and Michael Wood for their book, 
The Practice of Contemplative Photography (Shambhala, 2011) 

that informed my approach to these images. 



This book was designed and produced by the author using 
Panasonic Lumix Micro Four Thirds camera bodies, 

Lumix and Pentax lenses, 
Adobe Lightroom 4 software, 
and Palatino Linotype fonts. 
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